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Why identifying community assets 
is important to age-friendly work
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• AF communities aim to help older 
adults age 'in place’

• Seniors more likely to stay when they 
feel included or their community still 
feels accessible

Age-
friendliness 

is about 
inclusivity

• Older adults may not realize the 
resources that exist (newly retired, 
etc.)

• AF team can be the Connector

Strategy to 
make people 
feel included 
and in place 



What are age-friendly assets?

Assets are the things that are important 
to members of your community

They can be people, things, services, 
resources, and connections

Important to highlight, sustain, and build 
upon these assets



Asset 
Wheel

Categories of Assets



What is an Asset Map?

• An asset map is a visual tool or inventory 

that identifies and locates a community’s 

existing strengths, resources, and 

connections

• Shifts focus from needs → assets 

• Contributes to a foundation for 

development, planning, and problem-solving 

by revealing what's already there to 

leverage for goals



Actual map



An Outline
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Printed copy/Paper & Pencil

Specific project: 

AARP Community 

Garden

TEMPLATE
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Excel/Google sheet
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Source: Allamuchy School District

https://www.aes.k12.nj.us/our-district/sustainable-schools-for-new-jersey/community-asset-map
https://www.aes.k12.nj.us/our-district/sustainable-schools-for-new-jersey/community-asset-map


Online Mapping Tools

Resources: 

• Google My Maps
o Via Google.com

• NJ Community Asset Map

• The Age-Friendly Counties of 
New Jersey Pilot Mapping 
Project 

• Multiple other sources on the 
internet with NJ data 

Potential issues with internet-
based data:

• Are they 'local enough'? 

• Are they current? 

https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=96ec274c50a34890b23263f101e4ad9b
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=96ec274c50a34890b23263f101e4ad9b
https://agefriendlymapping.rutgers.edu/
https://agefriendlymapping.rutgers.edu/
https://agefriendlymapping.rutgers.edu/
https://agefriendlymapping.rutgers.edu/
https://agefriendlymapping.rutgers.edu/
https://agefriendlymapping.rutgers.edu/


Framework for agency-led asset 
mapping

1. Divide everyone into six groups and assign each group an asset 

category. Propose silent time to allow everyone the opportunity to think 

about and write their own gifts of the head, hands, heart, and human 

connection on their handout. 

2. Have groups fill in each asset category. Tell the group, “Take the next 5 

or 6 minutes as a group to write all the assets in that category that can 

be found in the defined boundaries that we just talked about.” “For the 

‘Individuals’ asset category, participants don’t need to worry about 

naming every person in their neighborhood. Rather, have them focus on 

connector leaders after you share a little bit about what kind of leaders 

those people are.” 

3. Rotate the groups one last time. Each group should now arrive at the 

category where they started. Ask them to read what’s on the sheet and 

see what’s been added that wasn’t there 20 minutes ago. 

4. Ask a member of each group to read out the assets in their category. 

Have the group help with recategorizing assets as you go, and highlight 

that many assets appear in more than one area—for instance, 

correcting an asset labeled as an association to an institution. (This will 

feel long and redundant as a facilitator—stick with it. There is a 

cumulative effect of hearing all the strengths of one’s community for 20 

minutes.) 

5. Ask for the group’s reactions once all the assets have been read and 

refined. “Most of the time, they’ll share some sense of amazement 

about community pride in their town. They’ll use words like ‘abundance’ 

and ‘overwhelmed with goodness,’ ‘opportunity,’ and that they started 

thinking of what they want for their community in terms of what they 

have, to get what they want for their community
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Include as part of overall workplan 

A way to address needs identified in 
surveys, focus groups and/or interviews

Share as part of your report back and 
action plan for future work

Using an Asset Map Strategically



Thank 
you!

Questions?
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